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CONPIDENTIAL USBERLIN 0105 
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SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO SOVIET PROTEST ON ZEHLENDORP 
ELECTION DECISION 

REF: BONN 600 

1. CHAIRMAN ALLIED POLAD (BRITISH) DELIVERED AGREED 
RESPONSE TO SOVIET PROTEST OF ELECTORAL COURT DECISION 
INVALIDATING ZEHLENDORP ELECTION JANUARY 16. ALTER 
HEARING POLAD OUT, SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELLOR KHOTULEV 
SAID THAT ALLIES HAD IGNORED PROVISION P QA WHICH 
STATED THAT WESTERN SECTORS OP BERLIN WERE NOT A PART 
OP ERG. HE SAID THAT SOVIET ALSO CONSIDERED THAT 
UNDER BK/O(50)75 PROVISIONS OF NO FRG LAW, INCLUDING 
CONSTITUTIONAL GRUNDGESETZ, COULD APPLY IN BERLIN UNLESS 
ADOPTED BY MANTELGESETZ PROCEDURE. KHOTULEV PROMISED 
THAT SOVIET WOULD MAKE MORE FORMAL RESPONSE IN NEAR 
PUTURE. 
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2. COMMENT: WE WOULD LIKE TO AVOID IF AT ALL POSSIBLE 
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ANOTHER LEGTHY SUBSTANTIVE ROUND WITH SOVIETS ON THIS 
MATTER. WE HAVE ACCORDINGLY SUGGESTED TO ALLIED MISSIONS 
THAT IF SOVIETS DO COME BACK WITH FORMAL STATEMENT ALONG 
LINES INDICATED BY KHOTULEV, POLAD SHOULD MAKE EOLLOWING 
POINTS ON THE SPOT: A) ALLIES HAVE ALREADY 
PROVIDED THEIR VIEWS WITH RESPECT TO QA; B) ALLIES AND 
ALLIES ALONE ARE COMPETENT TO INTERPRET WHAT THEIR OWN 
LEGISLATION MEANS; AND C) NO EURTHER REPLY CAN BE 
PROMISED THOUGH WE RESERVE RIGHT TO COME BACK TO SUBJECT 
IF OUR AUTORITIES DEEM IT USEFUL. 

3. OF COURSE IF SOVIETS MAKE SOME UNEXPECTED POINT, 

WE COULD ALWAYS PROVIDE A MORE CAREFULLY WORKED OUT 
RESPONSE AT A TIME OF OUR CHOOSING, BUT ABOVE MIGHT 
BE SUEFICIENT TO BRING EXERCISE TO CLOSE. 

GEORGE 
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